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After a preliminary exchange of courtesies , including 

references to the death of Baouty Foreign Minister PUSHKIN, 

i 

Governor- Harriaan recalled that the President and Pressier 

:l 
KH2USHCHEV had agreed at Vienna in June, 1961, to work to- 
gether for Che establishment of a neutral and independent 
Labs. Governor Harriraan went en to say that the President 
has no reason to believe that the U.S.S.R. has abandoned 
this policy. For its part, the United States has done all 
it can to support the government of Souvanna PHOUKA, although 
Souvanna . Jghouraa. was not our candidate. The United States has 
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ix:pl evented the spirit and letter of the Geneva Agreement- 

j 

Recent events , however , have aroused our concern and 
prompted the present visit, to discuss how develooaer.ts in 
Laos should be handled so as to avoid a breakdown of the 
situation. 

Governor Harriman said that military and political inte- 
gration has not progressed as quickly as hoped , but t-;era tras 
at least a 'cease-fire until the, Pathet Lao attacked the neu- 
tralist forces under Kong Le* The latest of three cease-fire 
agreements i3 to be welcomed. However , there have been 
previous cease-fires and they have been broken* VJe under- 
stand that Souvanna Phoxrza has dec ended the reestab2sh^:ent 
or the status quo- to that prevailing before April 4, vhen 
fitting broke outL , -The. United States welcomed the agreement 
reached by Souvanna Phouna and the Co~Chairnen at Khang Khay 
to station. ICC groups with both the Pathet Lao and Kong La 
forces, and regrets Pathet Lao refusal, Kong Le agreed, 
despite his objections to being alone in accepting an ICC 
teanu The United States considers that the ICC will provide 
a needed "steadying hand" in the situation. 

i 

We understand, Governor Harrinan said, that an ICC tean 
is proceeding todajr to join Kong Le, but that the Polish 
representative on the ICC refuses to permit the tea^ to 




ret" 

regain overnight, to observe possible incidents occurring 

in that period . The other numbers of the ICC have refrained 

I * 

f rcra overruling hin by majority 1 ! voce. The position of the 

r l I 

Pole is reported cb reflect the' fact that Prince SGUPEA2I0UV0NG 

j 

renudiated his earlier a^raen^n-: re^ardin^ staticnins of the 

ICC* This is typical of the lack of cooperation shcum by the 

Pathec Lao, which disturbs us greatly. We urge the U.^.S.Pw , 

therefore,', to use its influence so that the ICC can fulfill 

the functions assigned it under the Geneva Agreement of con- 

trolling and supervising the cease-fire ♦ This function 

j . . - ! 
cannot be par fornzedj unless the ICC has access to all areas * 

We rerrard any interference with the movecent of the ICC as a 

"cost serious' Breach" of the "Geneva Accords* - 

Cur cost recent, inforrtation shows, Mr* Karrinaxi said, ' 

that there has been a fair dasree of cooperation between the 

representatives of the Co-Chairrran in Laos, but that the Pole 

has regained completely uncooperative* He apparently prefers 

to follow the orders of the Pa the t Lao rather than the die* 

tates of his own conscience. Cur first objective, therefore, 

' i 

should be to iaolement the Vienna and Geneva agreements by 

* j 

giving the ICC full ! f reedoia of movement to carry out its 
responsibilities* j 
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Mr- Grccylco replied that, accordirtj; to Soviet inform- 
■ ! ' 

tion, the situation has recently developed in a way uhich 

i 

could talce a dangerous turn (po or-gsnerru puti ) . The ques- 
tion is: who killed Quinin ?EQLS2Ii\, tfhectfas a fira 
supporter o£ a neutral Laca!'. Clearly, Mr. Grcsyko seid, 



that the U.S. was as pussled as the U.S.S.R. by the nrurder. 



Governor Harriaan added that the U.S. had also condemned the 
crurder, to x^iich Gromylco cemented, "good, if so*" 

Mr* Greocyko said that his Government has not changed 

i 

its position of supporting a neutral and independent Laos, 
since Vienna and Geneva, Ee thought that the U.S. understood 


:a*-- 




•c-c 


- 5 - 


this to be the Soviet position- 



Governor Harridan remarked that Mr*, Gronyko had not 
done himself justice with his argument. He professed that 
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there were Chiang [Cai-shah officers in the Plaine dec Jcrrcs . 
If che Soviets believed that, then the ICC should be per- 
reitted to operate effectively, since it t:as the ICC's re- 
sponsibility, end not that of the U.S. , to bring about the 
withdrawal of Chianr; ICai-sh^: forces, if tlioy eziist. He 
noted that the Chiang Kni-cheh problem vas over ten years 
old. The U«S* had no arz:ed forces in Laos to clia;i~^„ then 
if they^frere there, l-Sr. Grcnyko rcpliec 




:vamor Karria-an ur^ed that the ICC find a 
Chinese and produce hinu He noted the "insulting" passage 
inciided in the Soviet dreft Co-Chairmen passage alleging that 
the Chiang' SLai-shefe forces ^ere to be found in the Plaine das 
Jarrec, Ho accused. the Soviets of being afraid to let the 
ICC investigate these charges since it would find clorth Viet- 
namese present* Governor Harridan concluded by proposing 
that the tr^o sides agree ae Point I, to let the ICC go every- 
Xvhere end pich up .any Chiang Kai-shek groups which it cay 
find, but also any North Vietnamese * He promised that the 
U.S. would provide raoral and other support for such an effort, 
Kr. Gron^ko«raHHB«™38KS^^ 







Governor Rarrirran proposed that, as a constructive step, 
each side list whatj it wished the other side to do in Laos* 
The U*S. % for its part, would investigate coc-plaints re- 
garding the behavior of Phcuni Kosavau, and see what might 
be done to influence Phcussi, should the ccmplains prove true* 
vie would, in turn, list our ccsplaint3 regarding the Pa the c 
Lao* So far as Souvanaa Phcusa is concerned, it was cur 
Jb:t>rescion that the U.S.S.R.. had raore influence with him 
then, the U.S. Sunning up the charges, Governor Harriiaan. said 
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that it is cur ingress ion that Phctmi has bean cuita 
cooperative despite his original opposition to the Geneva 
Accord. We have acknowledged the presence of the Chiang 
Kai-shek forces in* Laos in the past, but have no knowledge 
of their presence there no;;. They roam the hills in the 

! 

Bursa -Thai-Lao border area and are opiuni traders. The U.S. 

h£3 no railitary personnel in Laos except for it3 military 

attaches 1'. 

Governor Harridan said that the Pathet Lao had been 

responsible for the attack on Kong La's forces. Colonel 

DZUAilS, who had defected frora Kong Le's forces was used to 

load the attack, but he was supported by the Pathet Lao. 

It is also our belief that Vxet-Minh cadres participated in 

! ' 

the attack. Governor . Ear ria-an acked the U.S.S.R. to assist 

in verifying the truth of these reports, both because of its 

responsibilities as Co-Chairman and because of the personal 

interest which Premier Khrushchev nust have in seeing his 

aiu fulfilled of achieving a neutral, independent Laos. 

Governor Harriman noted that there had been no mention made 

of .the assassination of Colonel KETSANA, and urged that both 

sides use what influence they have to see that such actions 

are not repeated* j 

i 
Mr. Gromyko said that he wanted the U.S« to know that 

the U.S*S.R. continues to support the Government of Souvanna 

* * * frv^n r*T* 




noted 


and the goal °£ a neutral, indqpendent Lao* 


He 



Governor Harriiaan recalled uha cooperatives attitude of 
the previous Soviet Anbascador, ALPJU-IOV, and expressed 
satisfaction over recent reports cf cooperation bet*;;:™ 
U.S. Achassador UirGEland the present Soviet Ambassador, 
A7ANA5SIEV. There should be free exchange of information 
co that each Government would know the other uss receiving. 
Ite ur^sd a^ain that the ICC be narrritted to icove around 

i 

freely Zo check on things which the U.S.S.K.. , the U.S., and 
the Chinese fear. He pointed cut that Scuvarina Phourr.a, and 
ha uncersood Phoumi Nosavan, had supplied the ICC with letters 
premising freedom of movement in their respective zones. He 
asked the U.S.S..R. to use its influence with the Pathet Lao 
to secure a similar letter from them, Mr. Gro^iyko interjected, 

Earrirran replied that j the objective of the ICC szust bo to 
see that the Geneva Accords are inplcnanted by (1) ccntroling 
and supervising the cease-fire; and (2) assuring the removal 
and ncn- introduction of military personnel into Laos • So far 


-li- 


as the presence of the Chiang Kai-shek forces is ccr.c3med, 
this is complicated by the fact that the P.epublic of China 
did not sign the Geneva Agreement. The U.S. is prepared, 
however, to interpret the Geneva Accord as applying also to 
the Chiang Kai-shek j military. The obligation to remove 
them, if they are. there, fails on the VJLG and the ICC, net 
the U.S. Mr. Grcmyko 



Governor Earrinan expressed: concern again over the 
influence eicairtad- by the Vtet-Kixsh on the Pathet Lao, uiging 
that the ICC be permitted to search out the facts. Ke again 

proposed that the Pathet Lao issue a statement similar to 

i 
those made- by Souvanna Phouma, and Phcuiai, opening their 

zone to ICC investigation. He handed Mr* Gromyko a copy of 

Souvanna f s note to the ICC requesting such inspections. 

Mr. Grosy 



Governor Harriman remarked that the U.S. has provided 
* ... ■ : j 
Souvanna "Phouma, who is "your man more than ours , with all 
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the materiel and moral support: ha ha~ requested, consistent 
with the Geneva Accords. He asked if it v:ould not be a 
fKCod idea to have the ICC travel around and leave teans be- 


hind, as Souvanna Phousa had rec-ucsted. Mr. Grczsyko noted 



Governor Harrison e::^rcssed the vie;* that the U.S. had 
I 
used its influence with soxe success uith Phouni. The 

U.S. Sell, had an obligation too, to exert influence on the 

i 

Pathet Lao, specifically to ensure that the ICC is permitted 
to play its assigned role. "llr. Gro-nyko r^> lied tity= 



Coming back to itha subject of the Chiang Kai-shek military 
ocrsonncl, Governor Harrinan urged that the ICC be permitted 
to. verify allegations regarding their presence. Even ir there 
are sose, he doubted'; that they had any influence on events. 
The U.S. is sincerely convinced, hovsver, that there are a 
substantial number of VTieC-Minh as cadres with the Pathet Lao 
forces and nossibly battalion strength units. It has good 
reason- to* think, Governor Earriaari said, thaththey number 
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If the U.5.S.R. does not believe that 
- ' i 
they are there, whjr does it not j let the ICC look for itsel f? 

After Mr. Groinyko had again said 




Governor Harriman noted 
that there had been no complaints by Souvanna Fhouma against 
Phoumi, but "very definite complaints" by Souvanna against 
Che Pathet Lao. Mr. Groayko retorted , 



Governor Harriman queried tvhethar Ccrs-unist China or Sou- 
vanna Phoxraa was Premier in Laos," admonishing the Chinese 
to send their complaints to the ICG for verification, rather 
than orinting than.! Kri Groayko repliedj 



Governor Harr Ixcan. said that all the signatories of the 
I • ; 
Geneva Agreement whose views he knows , would welcome an 

•1 ' 

agreement now asking the three groups to facilitate the 

movement of the ICC. Complaints regarding the presence of 

Chiang Kai-shek, U.S., and South Vietnamese forces, would 

be one. object of such an investigations. 

Mr. Grorayko said. 
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Governor Karritnan concluded, by recalling a conversation 
with STALIN many years ago. Stalin had berated him for al- 
ways talking about lithe. Poles, who, he said, had caused 
trouble throughout ? | the centuries* Governor Harriaan hoped 
that th^ s&Se'!?culd not be said p£ Laos, which is important, 

because it is a synbol of U.S»-U«S.S.IL» cooperation which 

i - ' ' 

would have an effect on many other questions of greater ia- 

i , 

portance. Governor Harriman expressed the conviction that 

the Laotians wculdYjbe able to solve their own problems, if 

there ware no outsijde- interference* 

j : 
lir. Grcmyko announced in the course cfTthe discussion 

that Premier Khrushchev would be pleased to meet with 

■I 
Governor Harriman at 3:00 p*nu that sane afternoon (April 26) ♦ 

:! 

The discussion! lasted two and one-half hours (10:00 a.m. 

;! ! 

till 12:30 p.m.). 


****** * 


Notes of Harriman. conversation, at Grcmyko luncheon, 
April 27th, Spiridonovka House. 
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" Jokingly Karriiaan referred .to Gromyko's statement that 

•■'•»■ i 
Chairman Khrushchev would be busy over the weekend and said 
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he nos* understood yhy. He hoped Grciayko vjould thorqughly 
enjoy himself enter training the "bearded ones". For his 
pert, Harrizaan liked Marrc's beard better then the scrassy 
one of Castro* Grcayko solemnly ! case to the defense of 
Castro's beard saying n It f s a S^bd beard - like his policies'*. 
In a more serious vein. HarriTrnn emphasized the ecznen 

1 ! 

interest we had in the rezroval of Viet Mioh frcsa Laos; also 

J*- r ^ : . 

the importance of maintaining the ssachinery of the Co- 


Chairmen i£ ; good working order. Things in Laos could de~ 

teriorate seriously if the neutralists wax® blotted put. 

This would mean a direct confrontation of Pathet Lao with 

I 
conservative forces 

result «hich might [spread beyond Laos, 

ivhen Harriaan pb3ecte-d' ? 'to the Soviet draft of Co- 

Chairmen's statement,. Grcsyko defended it _by sayi; 


(F.A.Py.). iU dangerous situation could 



